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new Argus A-Four of yours is a proud new

member of the Argus line. Ve're sure that you'll enjoy its use

-and for a long time to come.

The Argus A-Four is styled with a compact design in the most

modern manner. It is precision built with up'to'the-minute

equipment, manned by the camera industry's most skilled craftsmen.

It is the purpose of this booklet to acquaint you with

your new camera, and thus bring you fullest enjoyment from its use.

. If you plan to take a tripr expose a practice roll or two of film

so that you may become familiar with the operation

of your new Argus A-Four camera.
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A-rcAR,lils

Critically sharp and fully color-corrected, this

44mm. f:3.5 Argus Cintar lens is one of the finest

made in America. The lens openings, or f-stops

control the amount of light that passes through the

lens while the shutter is open. The smallest lens

opening, f:22, lets through the least light. Iiach

succeeding setting doubles the amount of light

passing through. For example, f:11 lets through

twice as much l ight 'as f:16. Indicator shows dia-

phragm set at f:B in illustration at left.

The exposure tables found on pages 12 and 13

will help you select the propcr f-stop for the most

standard types of subjects.
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frrs rsgourlgrus
A-rcQRgilUryT€P
The precision-made shutter on your ne\,v
Argus A-Four has four speeds (l/25, l/50,
I/I00, and 11200 second) and a ..B,' setting
for time exposures. Shutter speeds control
the length of time that the shutter stays
open to admit light to the film. Set speed by
turning shutter speed dial so that indicator
mark is opposite desired speed. It is set
at l/100 in this illustration.

The exposure tables found on pages 12
and 13 will help you select the proper shutter
speeds and f-stop for your subjects.
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Turn Winding Knob until perforations
l" film engage sprocket. (Piess Ren-ind
Lever if necessary.) Film will automati-
cally secure itself-to take-up spindle. Re-
pl."g" h""F.by engaging .li* 

"pen 
hinge

with the hinge post on side oT ca-era.
Then press down on Cover Latch until
it,snaps elosed, making sure it is prop-
erly seated.

n
q f"k". up film leader by turn+g Winding Knob

in direction of arrow until 
-it 

stopsl press
Rewind Lever on the back of the camera and
turn Wind Knob l/J TURI\ ONLY. Release
Rewind Lever and eontinue turning until it
gtopq. Rgpq"l operation. Set Counter" by turn-
ing the jial in ihe direction of the arro*. Tur,-
to red 20 or red 36, accordiirg to number of
exposures in cartridge.
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Ek'hg Qrcures E49y Ag /- 2 -3
There are only three quick settings needed to

take fine pictures with your Argus A-Four-

F J :

3

t i
: 1 "
. ! n

r,

7.
2.
3.

LENS OPENING OR f-STOP

DISTANCE SETTING

SHUTTER SPEED

Your A-Four has COLOR'MATIC settings

for your convenience in making quick adjusi-

ments for all average scenes in bright sunlight'

Each of these three settings is shown in

colored markings.

SET ALL T'HREE ADJUSTMEAITS

OMELI .O IV  when  us ing  Kodachrome

or Ansco Color Film.

Cock shutter by pushing up Shutter Cock-

ing Lever until lever arm is exposed. This

motion is counter clockwise. You are now

ready to make your Picture-

BOTTOM VIEW
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n//t/ -/144f/C gEV/Neg
BOTTOM

SET ALT, THREE ADJT]STMEN"S
Ohr RED when using Ektachrome or
Anscochrome color film, and when
using Plus X or'Supreme black-and-
white film.

Cock shutter by pushing up Shutter
Cocking Lever until lever arm is ex-
posed.This motion is counter clockwise.
You are now ready to make your
picture.

As you become more familiar with your Argus A_Four,
you may want to photograph varied subjects under
many different lighting conditions, indoors and out.
The versatile Argus A-Four has complete range of lens
openings, shutter speeds, and distance settings. you will
find complete exposure information on pages 12 and 13.

VIEW
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ffi

l
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'fhe depth of field scaleo which is lo'

cated on the outside of your new Argus

A-Four lens barrelo is used to indicate

the range of sharpness for each lens

opening. For example, with Your

A-Four focused on 15 feet, and Your

lens at f:8, all subjects between 7'6" and,

infinity will appear sharp.
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CORRECT METHOD OF
HANDLING YOUR ARGUS A.FOUR

For clear, sharp pictures, center eye
behind eveJriece. Xtlove both heacl ancl
camera simultaneously to center picture.

To make your picture, hold carnera as
shon'n in i l lustrat ions. Notice posit ion of
f inger on Shutter Release. Make picture
by depressing Shurter Release slowlr.
in a smooth, firm motion.

To take anorher picture, turn Winding
Knob until it stops. Then, cock the
shutter and take your next picturc.

; ...-"

HORTZONTAL (WtDE)
PICTURES

VERTICAT (LONG)

PICTURES

%
Y

w{f-
W '
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hba{WJp*lg*l-frug
First check Exposure Counter. Vhen it reads
*t; your film hut been completely exposed'

Ilold Rewind Lever down and turn Rewind
Knob in direction of arrow until Winding
Knob stops turning. One or two extra full
i"r"r ruill' insure c6mplete film return into
cartridge. Rewind Lev^er is depressed during
entire rewind cycle.

open camera, &s previously instructed. Pull

.rp R"rvind Knob 
^and 

rernove film cartridge.

s ' r

I
2
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lowto hke prcfures
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l. Unserew the bottom
9ap oJ the flash gun and
install two size C photo-
flash batteries. Be sure
batteries are fresh.

2. To attach flash gun to
your ,A-Fo3rr, simpll plug
into the side of the camera.
Your A-Four has built-in
synehr onization. Caution:
Do not have a flash bulb in
the gun when attaching.

The flash,bu'Ib is^eiected, automatically by pressing the red button
at the top of the flash gun. This pr"-u"its buried fi,ngers.

w
l s

s i B
b ; i

t l
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Guide numbers are given in
the table at right for recom'
mended film-flashbulb eombi'
nations. By dividing the aP'
propriate guide number by the
number of feet between your
camera and subject, you obtain
the correct f :stop sett ing.*'"

E X A M P L E :  U s i n g  E k t a -
chrome Daylight and No. 58
bulb, the guide number is 90.
With a subjeet at l0 ft.  divide
90 by 10, which equals 9. Set
be tween  f :B  and  f : l l .

Your A4 is automatically
synehronized for al l  types of
midget based bulbs and f or
electronie flash with 66X" delay.

AII Flash exposures inelud-
ing electronic f lash, should be
made at | /25 shutter speed.
This sett ing is marked FLASH
in green on the bottom of the
lens barrel.

No other speed adjustments
are necessary.

*When using wire-f i l led f loshbulbs with Tungsten-typ-e Kodochrome or Ansco Color,  correct ion

f i l te rs  o re  recormended,8 l -D or  equ ivo len tw i th  KodochromeType A;  UV- I6  o r  equ ivo len t

with Ansco Color Tungsten.
*B lue  f losh lomps requ i red  w i th  Doy l igh t - type  co lo r  f i lms .

* *Use gu ide  numbers  fu rn ished by  the  monufoc turer  fo r  "X"  de loy  e lec t ron ic  equ ipment .

For  comple te  in fo rmof ion  on  vor ious  types  o f  f i lms ,  f loshbu lbs ,  ond f i l te rs ,  consu l t  monu-

focturer 's instruct ions.

FtrM v FtAsHBuLB ) SM or SF BANTAM 8 5 o r 2 5 58, 258

Ektochrome Doyl ight
Anscochrome Doylight

* * * 90

Ektochrome Type F 45 85 r20

Kodochrome Doyl ight
Ansco Color Doylight

* * *< 55

Kodochrome Type A
Ansco Color Tungsten

55 65* 90*

Kodok Plus X
Ansco Supreme

80 95 r 6 0

Kodok Super XX
Ansco Ultro Speed Pon

l r 5 r 3 5 230

t 2
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sHurrER I snrcxr
SPEED I SUtt

Ektochrome Doylight
Anscochrome Doylight

Ektochrome Type F
(with fi l ter*l

BETWEEN
5 . 6 & g

BETWEEN
4 & 5 . 6

Kodochrome, Ansco Color Doy-
light (or lndoor type with fi l ter*)

BETWEEN
5 . 6 & 8

BETWEEN
4 & 5 . 6

Kodok Tr i -X

Kodok Super XX
Ansco Ultro Speed Pon

Kodok Plus X
Ansco Supreme

hr
r l

(FOR AVERAGE SUBJECTS)

*Correct ion f i l ters must be used with Tungsten-type f i lms exposed in doyl ight.  Consult  monu-
fo cturer 's instruct ions.

**Cloudy-dul l  l ight condit ions generol ly do not provide sot isfoctory color sl ides. However,  ex-
Posures con be mode using the "CIOUDY-BRIGHT" sett ings ond the next s lower shuffer speed
sett ing.
Set t ing-s  in  th is  char t  o re  fo r  overoge sub iec ts  o t  shu t te r  speed shown.  Open lens  one ho t f  s top
more  fo r  very  dork ly  co lo red  sub jec ts ;  c lose  lens  one ho l f  s top  fo r  very  l igh t  sub iec ts .

HAZY
suN

ctouDY
BRIGHT

ctouDY
DUIt

**

5.6
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EXpOSURE -This is much more important with color than when making

black-and-white pictures. Follow, carefully, the instructions that accompany

each roll of film, or use a good exposure meter.

SGHTING-Be sure your lighting is even. Both your subject and the back-

ground should be entirely in the sun, or entirely in the shade. For beginners

full face lightings of the "snap-shot" variety are easiest. You will have best

results with your camera facing aLuay from the sun, the subject and back'

ground facing into the sun.

WEATHER CONDITIONS-For best color results, confine your photography to

the hours between 9 A.M. and 4 P.M. in summer and 10 A.M. and 3 P.M. in

winter, except when special effects such as sunrise or sunset are desired. Color

pictures made earlier or later in the d"y tend to have a reddish tint due to the

quality of the sunlight. Black and white may be taken at any time during the

d"y with sufficient light.
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I Keep your principal interest in the eenter of
the picture. ff you're photographing action,
catch it moving into the pieture, not out.

I Keep an eye on what's behind the subject
you shoot. Usually, the sky will afford
y o u  y o u r  m o s t  c o n v e n i e n t  a n d  m o s t
pleasing background.

j Keep horizon lines below the middle of the
picture whether you hold the camera either
horizontally or vertically. This gives your
pictures much more strength and interest.

I Keep your camera busy. In photography,
you learn best. by doing. ft's so easy in this
hobby to transform a failure into a success.
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F I L M  S I Z E  . . . . 3 5 m m
Frame Approx. l" x lYL6'

I E N S . ,  .  . .  . .  .  . . .  . . S p e e d  f : 3 . 5
Cbated Cintar
Focal length A4rnrn

SHUTTER . . .  .  .Speeds B, 25,50, 100, 200
Cocked manually
Body release

F-STOPS .3.5,  4,  5.6,  B,  11,  16,  22
COUNTER. . .  o . .  .  .  .20-S6exposures marked inred

A r r tom atic counting coupled
u i t l r  \ { ' inr l ing Knob

Set in direction of arrows
F O C U S I N G . . . . . . . . 2 '  l o  i r r l i l r i l  v  a s  i n d i c a t e d  o n

lens lra l 'r 'e I
DEPTH OF FIELD

SCAIE. . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .Marked on Lens barrel
FI ITER SIZE. .  . .  .  .  .Ser ies V

lY16 adapt€ro slip on

F t A S H . .  . . . P l r r g - i n  t y p e
Built- in synchronization
Size (eC" photoflash batteries
SM, SF and wire-f i l led bulbs
at I /25 second marked in
green"

DOUBTE AND
SKIP EXPOSURE
PREVENTION. . . .fnterlocked mechanism of

Shuttero Lenso and \Vinding
Knob-all three must be set.
Rewind Lever releases all

three
FUtt FIETD

covERAGE.  .  . . . 52%"
ANGTE AND

C O V E R A G E . . . . . 3 1 o  x  4 5 "
HYPERFOCAT

D|STANCE.  .  .  . . . 35 ' 9 '  a t  f : 3 . 5
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Genuine Leqther Corrying cose
to protect your camera from
weather, hard knocks, and dust.

Eosy lo use Argus 76 Flash unit
plugs right into your A-Four. No
dangling wires, nothing to adjust.

The threqded bushing on the base of
your Argus A-Four permits the use
of any standard tripod. ft is a useful
accessory for time exposures. Your
Argus Dealer has them in stock.

Your Argus Deoler can supply
you with a standard cable release
to fit your A-Four. When using
a cable release, the Rewind Lever
must be depressed for one-third
cycle of each winding.
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AreUSWlnTTEnUEp-mtED
PpeReroR

It's America's favorite way to look

at color slides. Easy to use-you'll

see your highly-prized slides in

true, brilliant color. An exclusive

"right-side-up" rotary slide earrier
p reven ts  ups ide -down  p i c tu res .

Silent power blower and special heat-

absorbing lens protect your valuable

slides-always. ft's the perfect com-

panion for any 35mm camera. The

finest projector in its price class.

I  
t t
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H E R E ' S  A N O T H E R  F I N E  A R G U S  3 5 M M  C A M E R A

M83
rt's the world's most popular 3smm camera
-more than a million in rse. Has cintar f:3.5
eolor-corrected lens; lens-coupled rangefinder;
precision shutter with speeds up to 1/300
second; gear-controlled built-in synchronizer-
the flash gun plugs right into the camera. Ideal
for action, flash and gorgeous color. rnter-
changeable lenses give the c-3 the versatilitv
of eameras costing hundred of dollars . 

-

A M E R I C A ' S  M O S T  D I S T I N G U I S H E D

3 5 M  M  C A M E R A  !

Me4
Vith a truly great lens-the Argus Cintar
f:2.8. Lens-coupled rangefinder combined with
large viewfinder; superaccurate shutter . . .
I /10 to L /300 second-perfect complement to
the critically sharp lens; built-in flash synehro-
nizer; film wind coupled to shutter to prevent
double exposure.

t 9
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Your Argus A-Four camera was thor'

oughly inspected and tested before it

was shipped from our factor/: and when

purchased from an Authorized Argus

Dealer, it is fully guaranteed for a period

of one year against defects in workman-

ship or material.

If this camera develops defects in ma-

terial or workmanship it will be repaired

or replaced (our option) without charge-

Pcrt No. 11176

This guarantee is void in the event

the camera has been damaged through

accident, misuse, mishandling or for

reasons beyond our control.

IIYIPORTANT

Au tho r i zed  A rgus  Dea le r s  se l l  new

Argus equipment at full list price; used

or rebuilt equipment sold at less than

list price is not guaranteed by the factory'

10M-8-s5

ARGUS CAMERAS, lNC.,  ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN

L I T H O  I N  U . S . A .
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